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• Established 10 years ago – recognition of 
‘bottom-up’ approach

• 106 river catchment Partnerships 
encompassing the whole of England

• Diverse mix of partner organisations – 
connecting public, private and civil society

The Catchment Based Approach (CaBA)



• Annual Reporting

• Convening power

• Pool resources 

• Capture local expertise 

• Leveraging of additional funds

https://catchmentbasedapproach.org/

https://catchmentbasedapproach.org/




Coordinated Action at the 
Catchment Scale



Agricultural Pollution – Supply Chain Engagement 



Nature Based Solutions

• Rural & Urban
• Optimal Targeting
• Climate Resilience
• Multiple Benefits
• Green Financing

Photo: SCRT



Tackling Invasive Species



Underpinned by 
Data and Evidence



CaBA Data Package – 200+ data layers



Catchment Plans



Storymaps and Online Platforms



Community Engagement and 
Citizen Science





Tools and Guidance for Citizen Science and Volunteers



Community SuDS Schemes



Riverfly Monitoring – Assess river health 
through monitoring of invertebrates

https://www.riverflies.org/



CaSTCo – Catchment Systems Thinking Cooperative

• Creating a step-change in the contribution of Citizen Science & Community 
Monitoring to evidence-based Integrated Catchment Management

• 24+ UK partners, public, private & civil society

• Co-design a consistent, open information and knowledge sharing platform 

https://theriverstrust.org/our-work/our-projects/castco-catchment-systems-
thinking-cooperative



Time is needed to embed a truly collaborative 
approach to water management

Many elements of the CaBA approach will be 
applicable elsewhere around the world

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901120301519



Thanks
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