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Sustainable Water 
Management 

Where? How?Why?
Loome eluks vajaliku, 

kasutades selleks samas 

võimalikult vähe ressursse – 

viime esmase toorme 

kasutuse ja jäätmetekke 

miinimumi

Kliimamuutused on kohal – 

tugevad tormid, põuad, 

äärmuslikud ja kõikuvad 

temperatuurid

Meie majanduse tulevik ja 

järgnevate põlvkondade heaolu 

on ohus

Kliimaneutraalne ja keskkonnasõbralik 

majandus aastaks 2050

Tugev tervis, taskukohane toimetamine, 

varustuskindlus, elustandardite 

säilumine - ja et seda kõike jätkuks ka 

tulevastele põlvedele



Grants for water ecosystems since 2014

EU FUNDING
181,9 MEUR

NATIONAL FUNDING
77,2 MEUR

Wastewater & drinking water treatment and infrastructure for areas 
over 2000 ie
Joining the network for water supply and sewage for private households
Rehabilitation of watercourses: construction of fish passages and 
demolition of dams
Safeguarding residual pollution in strategic objects: Purtse river, Kroodi
stream, Maadevahe and Priimetsa asphalt concrete plants.

Reconstruction of water and sewage systems in smaller scale 
for areas under 2000 ie
Residual pollution 
Research & Studies
Healing and maintenance of inland water bodies and coastal 
waters

LOAN
57 MEUR

Combined with only water& wastewater infrastructure 
investments (since 2003)
Loan for municipalities 23 MEUR
Loan for water companies 34 MEUR2022 portfolio size



Grants for water infrastructure since 2014 

EU 
FUNDING 

133,4 
MEUR

NATIONAL 
FUNDING 
77,2 MEUR



KPI´s since 2014

6255
households
joined with 

drinking and 
wastewater 

network 

75 000 people 
served with 

drinking water 
85 000 
people

provided with 
proper 

wastewater 
treatment210,6 MEUR 

invested 
through 302
investment 

projects



Good Examples

Water infrastructure 
development project in 

Laulasmaa

Kohila municipality's 
water management 

project



Takeaways & lessons learned
Slow investment 
design process, 
ie implementing 

application rounds & 
investments + 

municipal reform 
(from 213 to 79) 

Banning advance 
payments for state 

aid projects
Challenges with 

financial analysis 
(ie water prices and 

estimations)

Inflation, price 
increases and 

technical changes
in procurements and 

tenders

Changing 
interpretations of 

Public Procurement 
Act over time (audit 

pressure)

No one should be 
left behind, but 

national funds are 
decreasing: smaller 

projects have 
disadvantage, but 

they need 
investments too!



• Investment GAP for infrastructure investments after EU funding ends:
estimated 15 MEUR per annum

• “Subsidies trap”: alternatives are needed (loans, bonds), unavoidable
pressure to rise service prices to ensure sustainable water management

• Climate Change & just transition: risks related to weather extremes, critical
infrastructure (water), legal pressure from EU taxonomy & CSRD standards
(ESG reporting).

Challenges on horizon

• Smaller municipalities are flexible, but
vulnerable. Alone you go fast, together we
go far and are more resilient!

• Green transition as possibility: circular
models (scaling biogas), sharing
economy and IT-developments for water
companies, finding alternative funding
(EU direct schemes)



Thank You!
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